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July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Tax free Childcare scheme 

The Tax-Free Childcare is a government scheme that helps working parents with costs. For 

every £8 you pay into an online account, the government adds £2. You can get up to £500 

every 3 months (£2,000 a year) per child, or £1,000 every 3 months. (£4,000 a year) if your 

child is disabled. 

Parents can use this scheme to pay for wraparound childcare, i.e. breakfast club and after 

school club. It cannot be used for other school clubs. 

To apply, you must open an online account through the GOV.UK Tax-Free Childcare portal.  

Key Eligibility Rules: 

 Working Status : You and your partner must be employed or self-employed. You 

need to earn at least the equivalent of 16 hours a week at the National Minimum or 

Living Wage, but under £100,000 a year. 

 Child’s age : It is eligible for children up to the age of 11 (or 16 if the child is 

disabled). 

 Other benefits : You cannot claim Tax Free Childcare at the same time as receiving 

Universal Credit, Tax Credits or employer childcare vouchers. 

Once you have successfully applied, please notify the school that you wish to cover 

your wraparound costs by using the childcare voucher scheme and the school will 

enable you to make wraparound bookings without paying up front. 

Parents pay their wraparound fees straight into their online childcare scheme account and 

this is sent directly to the school bank account and then is posted by the School Business 

Manager into Arbor against your wraparound account. 

If you choose to use this scheme, it is important that you pay your wraparound costs monthly 

using this method so you don’t build up a large debt. 

If parents would like any more information or help registering with the scheme, please 

contact the school office. 

Yours faithfully 

Sue Branson 

School Business Manager 

Sissinghurst VA Church of England Primary School 
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