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Headteacher's News 

Teachers are currently making plans for the last month of the school year to ensure it is 

successful for your children whilst preparing for September too and handing over to your child’s 

next teacher.  We were pleased to share the staff list with you for September earlier this term so 

you can too start to talk about the new school year with your child. 

  

Pencil cases and school equipment – reminder - 

We want to encourage children to take responsibility for their own equipment and so from 

September (or now if you wish) we would like to ask that children in KS2 especially have a pencil 

case with a few named items in them. A clear, small, plain pencil case is ideal (eg 

https://amzn.eu/d/2MgBtuD ) not a large furry smiggle type that is actually a toy or one with 

flying out compartments, calculators and other distracting parts please! 

Ideally children will have a blue Berol handwriting pen https://www.amazon.co.uk/Berol-

Handwriting-Pens-PACK-DARK/dp/B00M1WDTKS/ref=asc_df_B00M1WDTKS/?tag=googshopuk-

21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=226557293237&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4683249198825720262
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Berol-Handwriting-Pens-PACK-DARK/dp/B00M1WDTKS/ref=asc_df_B00M1WDTKS/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=226557293237&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4683249198825720262&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006483&hvtargid=pla-421402804001&psc=1
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&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006483&hvtargid=

pla-421402804001&psc=1 (no black pls), a HB pencil, a plain rubber and sharpener and a pritt 

stick. 

We of course have all these items in school should you prefer not to purchase your own for your 

child, but we wish to enable children to be more responsible for their own things and learn to 

take care of them. All items should be named with a small sticker or however you wish to 

identify them, so they are clearly identifiable to your child and others. 

  

Sports Day – Wednesday 24 June (reserve day – Tues 30 June) - afternoons 

This will be in the same format as in previous years where we invite families to come to school 

from 12 o’clock for a family picnic on the playgrounds before the events start as soon after 1pm 

as we can be ready! Please bring your picnics, blankets and seating with you. We will open the 

gate for you to set up from 11.45am. Please note the equipment for the races will be set out on 

the field so this area should be avoided for lunchtime. The playground and ball court area are 

available for you to choose your picnic place. Children will be brought out in classes for their 

lunch to join you from 12 o’clock and will be asked to go back to class for a quick toilet break 

and register at 1pm before we begin the sports day at around 1.15pm. At the end of sports day 

children will be able to leave with you if we finish before 3pm but note, for safeguarding 

purposes you will need to sign them out with their class teacher before you leave the site.  We 

will aim to let you know by 10 am on the day if the field is too wet for races and we need to use 

the reserve date. 

  

Open afternoon 

We will hold our final open afternoon again on Tuesday, 21 July.  Open afternoons are on the 

last day of each longer term. 

This means we are ‘open’ for parents and families to visit school, catch up with teachers and 

staff and look at your children’s work. Your child is your tour guide to the school so the tour can 

be as long or short as you wish! 

You will need to sign out your child from their classroom at any time between 2 and 3pm and 

they will be given a coloured sticker to identify this clearly.  I will be on the main gate to check 

children leaving have a sticker if before the end of the school day.  If you are unable to attend 

the school day finishes at normal time. 
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Parents and Carers of Year 6 - Leavers Service  

This will take place on Tuesday 21 July at 09.30 in Trinity Church.  Due to space in the Church, we 

are only able to invite Year 6 Parents to this service. The service starts at 09.30.  If you are able 

to help by walking down with us, please email the Office or speak with your child’s class 

teacher.   

  

We are looking forward to welcoming our SIAMS inspector visit on Friday – we cannot wait to 

show her what an amazing school we are and how brightly our lights are shining! 

 

Have a lovely weekend when it gets here 

Sarah Holman 

 

Click here for dates 

Arbor School Communication 

Communication from the school will come in two forms. Shorter messages will be sent as in-app 

messages to the app, longer messages will be sent to the email address registered to your Arbor 

account. Please ensure that your email address on the Arbor app is kept up to date. 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Calendar+Dates&pid=91


If you are experiencing difficulties receiving Arbor emails, please see the help guide on our 

website, 'Receiving Arbor emails' Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School - Arbor 

Wraparound Club  - Policy from May 2026 

Please find below a link to the updated wraparound club policy - this includes new pricing from 

September. Please note the credits and refunds section, this details that refunds/credits will 

not be given for short periods of illness, and at short notice. This will be applied going 

forward.  

 

 

Please also note if you wish your child to have breakfast at breakfast club, you do need to drop 

off at 7:45am. Dropping off after this time does not guaranntee your child breakfast. 

OPAL Platinum Award 

We are delighted to share that after our OPAL assessment last week; we have been honoured 

with the OPAL Platinum Award.  Michael Follett, the Director of OPAL and our assessor, was so 

impressed with our play offer and the wonderful play that he witnessed.  We are told that our 

score puts us in the top 2% of OPAL schools in the UK!   

We are incredibly grateful for this recognition and it is a true reflection of the dedication, 

passion and hard work of our entire Play Team.  Their commitment to creating engaging, 

nurturing and inspiring experiences for the children in their care is what has made this 

achievement possible.   

Most importantly, we would like to thank our wonderful children.  Their enthusiasm, creativity, 

curiosity and joy are at the heart of OPAL.  They inspire us every day and make our setting such 

as special place to learn, grow and play.  

Parents and families, your continued support through coming in on our OPAL days, donating 

resources and engaging with our OPAL surveys allows us to provide the very best opportunities 

for your children, so thank you too. 

We look forward to officially celebrating this award sometime over the coming weeks, but as it 

was World Play Day last week, we made the most of our amazing grounds and play resources 

and let every class have an extra playtime as a well done for such a fantastic achievement.   

Thank you! 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Arbor&pid=115&action=saved


The OPAL Play Team 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 



Instagram 

 

Do follow us on instagram (https://www.instagram.com/sissinghurstprimary/) to keep up to 

date on all the exciting activities/ lessons the children are taking part in. Here are a few from the 

last couple of weeks: 

We really enjoyed the RDA pony visit. Thank you to Charlie for sharing his knowledge and for 

setting up the visit and fundraiser so we can all consider the impact the ponies have, the great 

work RDA offer and what a difference they make to so many. Over £500 raised              

 

https://www.instagram.com/sissinghurstprimary/


 

 

Working together in Lions 

 



 

 

Skiathos Dog Sanctuary 

Mr Humberstone is going out to help at the sanctuary for the day in August and has asked if 

anyone would like to donate any dog treats for him to take with him. Please no meat items. 

Many thanks 

Get Set 4 PE 

We know how important it is for children to stay active, and being active as a family can make it 

even more enjoyable! Each newsletter I will be sharing one or two simple activity ideas that you 

can try together at home. These activities are designed to be quick, fun and suitable for all ages 

— a great way to build healthy habits, develop physical skills and spend quality time together. 

We would love to hear/see how you get on! 



Mrs Kidd 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Premier Football Club - Summer camps 

 



Feedback 

We welcome feedback. Please use the form 

here https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/form/?pid=86&form=16 if you ever have any 

suggestions for us to consider. 

News & Events 

For upcoming local events in the parish of Cranbrook & Sissinghurst: 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/ 

Sign up to receive ‘Be In The Know’ emails from the parish council: 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/  

Or follow the Parish Council Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC 

 

Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School 

Common Road, Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2BH 

Tel: 01580 713895 / Fax: 01580 710051  

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk / http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk 

Office opening hours are 08.30am to 3.30pm (term-time only) 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/form/?pid=86&form=16
https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/
https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC
mailto:office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk
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