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Headteacher's News 

We hope you have all had a lovely holiday and enjoyed the summery weather – it makes such a 

difference compared to the storms we are getting now! 

Last term, we enjoyed visits from many prospective parents,  local Headteachers, our School 

Improvement Adviser and teachers for our vacancy too.  All visitors see the school with fresh 

eyes and are so complimentary about your children and the amazing learning they are 

doing.  Visitors often comment on our delightful grounds too and it is worth thanking the whole 

staff team (and children of course) for making our school such a super place to be. 

 

Uniform 

Please ensure your children look smart right up to the end of the year and remember children 

should not come to school with jewellery or wearing nail varnish. Long hair should be tied back. 

We understand if they have outgrown shoes you may not wish to buy new black or navy ones 

until September, but please ensure children wear plain black, navy or grey footwear. Thankyou 

for your cooperation and understanding. 



  

Sports Day – Wednesday, 24th June (reserve Tuesday, 30th June) 

This will be in the same format as in previous years where we invite families to come to school 

from 12 o’clock for a family picnic on the playgrounds before the events start as soon after 1pm 

as we can be ready! Please bring your picnics, blankets and seating with you. We will open the 

gate for you to set up from 11.45am. Please note the equipment for the races will be set out on 

the field so this area should be avoided for lunchtime. The playground and ball court area are 

available for you to choose your picnic place. Children will be brought out in classes for their 

lunch to join you from 12 o’clock and will be asked to go back to class for a quick toilet break 

and register at 1pm before we begin the sports day at around 1.15pm. At the end of sports day 

children will be able to leave with you if we finish before 3pm but note, for safeguarding 

purposes you will need to sign them out with their class teacher before you leave the site.  We 

will aim to let you know by 10 am on the day if the field is too wet for races and we need to use 

the reserve date. 

  

Have a lovely weekend when it gets here 

Sarah Holman 

 

Click here for dates 

Reporting Your Child's Absence 

There are several ways to report your child absence : 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Calendar+Dates&pid=91


• Click the following link on our website, Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary 

School - Report Absence Online Form 

• Via Arbor app, click Quick Actions - Attendance - press the green Log Absence button 

• Email the school office on office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk 

• Phone the school on 01580 713895 - please note the school office is very busy first thing 

in the morning so the above options are the easiest way to report your child absence. 

OPAL Risk-Benefit Approach 

At Sissinghurst, we adopt a risk-benefit approach when it comes to OPAL playtimes.  This 

strategy balances the physical and developmental benefits of challenging play against the 

potential for harm.  We utilise the RAPID framework to structure this approach in our school: 

• R (Risk-Benefit Assessment): Written, active records identify potential hazards (like tree 

climbing, using heavy loose parts, or mud sliding) while explicitly outlining the 

developmental benefits (such as agility, resilience, and creativity) and control measures.  

• A (Assemblies): Regular school assemblies where staff and children discuss and 

negotiate acceptable play risks, rules and boundaries together and celebrate play. 

• P (Policy): A formalised play policy that is officially ratified by school governors or 

leadership team. 

• I (Inspections): Regular, ongoing inspections of the play environment and equipment to 

ensure they are safe for use.  

• D (Dynamic Management): Supervisors remain vigilant, ranging across the outdoor area 

and actively evaluating situations as they happen. Instead of prohibiting play, adults may 

negotiate with children to make their play marginally safer if a risk becomes too high.  As 

part of our Play Charter, children are encouraged to assess and manage risks themselves, 

to help them to develop their independence, resilience and problem-solving skills, with 

staff mainly providing guidance or intervention in serious cases of harm. 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/form/?pid=116&form=18
https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/form/?pid=116&form=18
mailto:office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk


 

Chick Fundraising Day, Friday 12th June  

This year, Year 2 are delighted to be supporting The Retreat Animal Rescue in High Halden 

(Charity Number 1105654). 

The charity kindly gave our cockerels a forever home after they left our school, ensuring they 

were safe, well cared for, and able to thrive. We would love to give something back and support 

the amazing work they do for all animals in need. 

To help raise money, we are inviting all children to wear something yellow into school on the 

day for a £1 donation. Please make your donation via the School Shop in Arbor. 

Children are also welcome to bring some pocket money to take part in our chick-themed 

fundraising stalls, including: 

• Guess the Number 

• Chick Photo Booth 

• Egg and Spoon Obstacle Course 



• Staff Challenge 

Every penny raised will go directly to The Retreat Animal Rescue and help them continue their 

fantastic work caring for animals and finding them loving homes. 

Thank you for your support of this wonderful cause! 

Kind Regards  

Mrs Kidd 

 



Instagram 

 

Do follow us on instagram (https://www.instagram.com/sissinghurstprimary/) to keep up to 

date on all the exciting activities/ lessons the children are taking part in. Here are a couple from 

this week so far: 

Working together in Giraffes to take turns, follow rules for simple games and create patterns 

 

https://www.instagram.com/sissinghurstprimary/


 

 

 



 

Leopards are spending lots of time each day to rehearse ready for their end of term production! 

The songs sound superb already and here is a sneaky peak at a rehearsal! 

 

FOSS Update 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our recent events. We have raised the following: 

Headteacher for the Day: £134.50 

Break The Rules Day: £363.00 

Ice Lolly Sales: £148.50 



Tunbridge Wells Family Hub Term 6 Timetable 

 

 

 



Get Set 4 PE 

We know how important it is for children to stay active, and being active as a family can make it 

even more enjoyable! Each newsletter I will be sharing one or two simple activity ideas that you 

can try together at home. These activities are designed to be quick, fun and suitable for all ages 

— a great way to build healthy habits, develop physical skills and spend quality time together. 

We would love to hear/see how you get on! 

Mrs Kidd 

 

 



 

Feedback 

We welcome feedback. Please use the form 

here https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/form/?pid=86&form=16 if you ever have any 

suggestions for us to consider. 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/form/?pid=86&form=16


News & Events 

For upcoming local events in the parish of Cranbrook & Sissinghurst: 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/ 

Sign up to receive ‘Be In The Know’ emails from the parish council: 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/  

Or follow the Parish Council Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC 

 

Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School 

Common Road, Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2BH 

Tel: 01580 713895 / Fax: 01580 710051  

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk / http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk 

Office opening hours are 08.30am to 3.30pm (term-time only) 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/
https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC
mailto:office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk
http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/
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