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Headteacher's News

Reading

There are so many benefits to reading including improving our self-esteem, mental health, well-
being; being able to be lost in new worlds in our imagination alongside learning facts and
understanding other people in the world, cultures, languages and historical events. One of our
priorities at Sissinghurst is developing a love of reading and this is evident in speaking to our
children about the wide range of books that they enjoy.

This year for world book day, we will be focusing on reading and performing poetry for a change
and we hope that this inspires a little more reading for everyone. We see a huge difference in
the confidence and speed in the reading of those that read frequently. Please do try and aim for
20 minutes at least three times a week to make a real difference to your child’s progress.

Attendance:



A huge thank you to those who ensure their child(ren) have great attendance. At 94% we are
currently just below the national average of 95%. We are through the winter bug season so this
should get better and better now. We do have a number of families that our FLO Mrs Ridgway is
working with and Mrs Desai to improve attendance as it is critical for good learning and the
positive educational experience that all children deserve.

Good attendance means ...

Being in school at least 95% of the time (180-190 days a year)

There are 365 days in a year and 190 days in a school year.

This leaves 175 days for holidays, shopping, birthday treats and non-
urgent medical appointments.
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Serious Impact on Education

Have a wonderful weekend when it gets here and a fantastic disco tomorrow if you have a ticket.

Sarah Holman




Click here for dates

Two Non-Uniform Days next week
Next Wednesday (11/2): Football day — workshops — wear football kit or sports clothing - free

Next Thursday (12/2): Last Day of Term) — Marathon fundraiser — wear non uniform of your
choice — donations to https://www.justgiving.com/page/kate-vanns-1?newPage=true

Change of management information system — Term 4

Many of you have told us our systems for communication, booking clubs, lunches and trips are
clunky to be polite! From Term 4 we are rolling out a phased start to Arbor — the new system
that will replace all other apps and portals so there is a streamlined approach to school life.
More information and login details will follow in due course.

From the start of Term 4 (after Feb half term) we will begin by using this portal for
communicating with you, rather than via Studybugs for quick messages to staff. Note, email
via office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk is still the best way to communicate longer or private

matters.

In school we will use Arbor for attendance so you will see this live in the app or via the portal
once Arbor goes live for our school. Over Term 4 we will introduce Arbor for payments too
(clubs, FOSS events etc) and booking lunches. This will replace Parentpay. More information on
this will follow. Although this will seem a little different for a term, by Easter, rest assured, we
will have moved over completely to Arbor so all other systems are discontinued and things will
be (we hope!) a little easier!


https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Calendar+Dates&pid=91
https://www.justgiving.com/page/kate-vanns-1?newPage=true
mailto:office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

Online Safety

We recently offered a workshop for parents to talk about worries many of you have about your
child’s online activity and how to keep them safe. The slides can be found here should you wish
to read

them https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Need+help+or+advice%3F&pid=73

Eagle Class - 'Earth and Space' visit

To enrich their Science learning about ‘Earth and Space’ Eagle Class had a special visit from the
UK Space Agency. They tried on space suits, designed and launched rockets, engaged in rich
discussion and asked lots of questions. Prizes were awarded for best rocket design (Jesse), best
engineering (Arthur) and best launch (Charlie F)! These pupils got a signed photo from UK
astronaut Tim Peake. The UKSA visitors commented on the children’s super behaviour for
learning and their enthusiasm.



https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Need+help+or+advice%3F&pid=73










Mrs Vanns and Mrs Woods are running the Brighton Marathon on the 12th April and raising
money for the charity MIND.

This is an amazing charity. Every year, one in four of us will experience mental health problems.
But hundreds of thousands of people are still struggling silently.

Mind believe no one should have to face mental health problems alone. They’ll listen, give you
support and advise, and fight your corner. This might mean support for you or support for a
loved one.

At Sissinghurst Primary School we feel that this is a very worthy charity and recognise the
amazing work they do. On Thursday 12th February we shall be holding non- school uniform day
to raise money for this charity. Children are invited to wear sports clothes to support Mrs Vanns
and Mrs Woods for their run. This coincides with Children’s Mental Health Week and in this
week, we will be learning about how to do activities to keep a healthy body and mind. If you
would like to donate to show your support, please use the attached link below.
https://www.justgiving.com/page/kate-vanns-1?newPage=true



https://www.justgiving.com/page/kate-vanns-1?newPage=true

Thank you for your support

Mrs Vanns and Mrs Woods

LOOKING FOR FREE PARENT @
MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT?
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Kent Adult Education

Boost Your Confidence in English! Our Functional Skills English courses are perfect for adults
looking to improve reading, writing, speaking and listening skills for everyday life, work or
further study.

Find out more & enrol: https://ow.ly/T8a450WRNzw#FunctionalSkills

Wake Up Wednesday

Al is becoming a big part of young people’s online lives — from school tools to entertainment
apps. Help children understand how Al works and why it shouldn’t be trusted blindly.

Download here >> https://vist.ly/4gaad
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https://t.co/WWlwyRw7Hh
https://x.com/hashtag/FunctionalSkills?src=hashtag_click
https://t.co/7IHrihSSor
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Space 2 Talk

@ Maidstone Community Support Centre

39-48 Marsham Street, Maidstone, Kent
ME14 1HH

Wednesday 4" Feb
Wednesday 4" March
Wednesday 1* April

10:00 - 11:30

space2beme.org.uk/services/space2talk

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

JUNIOR BAKE OFF

AGED BETWEEN 9-15 AND WANT TO GIVE
YOUR BAKING SKILLS A GO?

‘WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! -




" WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK

DANCE
Half Term workshops
When: Tuesday 17th February

Where: Chart Sutton Village hall

With: Beth Woodcock

KPOP
DEMO

N

HUNTERS

K-Pop workshop 1:30-2:30pm (R-Yr3) £5

2:30-4pm £6

To Book: email letsdanceuk@live.co.uk

or book on via our app and register




News & Events
For upcoming local events in the parish of Cranbrook & Sissinghurst:

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/

Sign up to receive ‘Be In The Know’ emails from the parish council:

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/

Or follow the Parish Council Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC

Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School
Common Road, Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2BH
Tel: 01580 713895 / Fax: 01580 710051

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk / http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

Office opening hours are 08.30am to 3.30pm (term-time only)


https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/
https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC
mailto:office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk
http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/
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