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Headteacher's News
School Values

During our assemblies and worship this term we have been focusing on our school values and
what they mean to us. So far this term we have really been focusing on ways in which we can
‘shine’ and how we can help others if they are upset or having a difficult time. We have talked
about compassion, going out of our way to support or help others and the importance of a
smile that makes someone else feel better about themselves.

We have also been relating our values of kindness and forgiveness to our school and thinking
about the values we uphold in Britain. We continually thank our children for kind acts to others
and for showing forgiveness when things do not go to plan. We are grateful to have freedom of
choice and to live in a country where we have rules and laws to keep everyone safe. We are also
considering the importance of showing tolerance and celebrating the uniqueness and
differences between humans.

We have enjoyed visitors from other schools to see what we are learning at Sissinghurst and
parents also wanting tours to consider our school for their children. All these visitors really



complement our children for their compassion, thoughtfulness and superb attitudes to learning,
stressing a sense of purpose and calm when they walk round.

School Uniform

We have spoken to all of the children about the importance of looking smart. Your support is
very much appreciated and we would ask that all parents ensure that children come to school
dressed appropriately, in our uniform, with black or navy school shoes, without nail varnish (or
fake nails / extensions / gels) and with only plain stud earrings and watches for jewellery (no
bracelets, rings or necklaces please). Please could we also ask that children do not come to
school with large bows in their hair or temporary tattoos as this is not part of the school
uniform. Click here for a reminder of our

expectations https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=19

Thank you so much for your valued support. Our school is a vibrant place to be and your
children are a real credit to you all. We don’t always get everything right all the time but we can
assure you that we will always work tirelessly to secure the very best for all children.

Have a lovely weekend when it gets here

Sarah Holman



https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=19

Click here for dates

Opal Play - Non-Uniform Day - 23/01/26

Tomorrow - Friday 23 January 2026 we will hold a non-uniform day for donations to Opal Play -
yes another one!. You have hopefully seen on our X feed the wonderful photos we post across
the week of your children accessing high quality opportunities to play together. Play and
lunchtimes have really transformed over the last year and ensure all children are fully engaged
in purposeful play. Children love so many parts of what is on offer — they after all get a say in
what there is as it is important that they have a say in what they play with! We thankyou in
advance for your donations so we can further enhance our offer and continue to offer excellent
playtimes for all our children. We can't wait to see all the lovely things you bring in for this.

Here is a list of the items that we would love to have for OPAL:
- old pots and pans

- spoons, whisks, ladles, spatulas,

- containers

- sieves and strainers

- funnels

- scales

- old kettles

- old microwaves


https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Calendar+Dates&pid=91

- syringes for water

- natural loose parts such as pebbles, shells, stones, leaves, conkers, acorns

- big plastic crates (shopping/ bread/ milk crates) which are strong and durable
- large paint brushes and rollers

- large role play houses

- lego / duplo

- furniture such as chairs, tables, cabinets, coffee tables, picnic tables, book cases.
- blankets/ rugs/ large pieces of material / tarpaulin / nets

- pegs/ clips

- ropes

- scooters and buggies

- babies

We also have an Amazon wish list of resources that we would love to provide the children with.
If you click on the link below, it will take you to the wish list where you are able to purchase
items that will be sent directly to the school.

Amazon Wish List: https://amzn.eu/5DJenRk
Thank you for helping us to keep developing our OPAL playtimes.

Please remember to provide your child with a pair of with wellies and waterproofs, all year
round. Your children are welcome to take these home at any point in the year, so that they can
have a good clean, but they must be returned right away as we could be using them any day of
the year. The children have been loving being out in all weathers. Please look at our
Sissinghurst VA page on X to see what we've been getting up to on our wet weather days.

Monday, 26 January 9.00-9.45am - Do you know what your child is
doing online?
Informative and informal workshop for parents in the hall after drop off — please do join us we

will talk about gaming, Al and more — your eyes will be opened and you will have the chance too
to ask any questions.



Safety Procedures

We always have emergency evacuation and lockdown practices at the start of the year and
several times across the year too. The children were amazing for the lockdown yesterday. The
whole school was silent and ‘hid’ in the classrooms until the end of the drill. All schools must
have ‘lockdown procedures’ in place to ensure the safety of everyone in school. There is a wide
variety of scenarios which may trigger a lockdown such as a warning being received of a risk
locally, a stray dog, air pollution, extreme weather or an intruder. We always talk through each
drill, at an age appropriate level, so children understand but are not frightened. We have our
next evacuation drill planned for later this term.

School Office - delivery of forgotten items

Please try to remember items each day. We have many forgotten items dropped by parents
most days for the office staff to deliver to your child after the start of the school day. Children
should be encouraged to take responsibility for their own things as part of growing up and as a
preparation for their next school. Please note that if non-essential items are left with office staff
during the day, we cannot guarantee that these will be delivered. This will depend on pressure
of work in the office on the day. Clearly we will ensure that essential items, such as lunch boxes,
are delivered to the child. Our thanks to all parents who support office staff in this matter — your
help is much appreciated.

New Technology Resources

We would like to say a huge thank you to our wonderful FOSS for their generous purchase of 10
new VU+ data loggers and 16 Crumble kits for our school. These exciting resources will support
learning across science, maths and computing lessons in all years.

The VU+ data loggers allow pupils to collect and record real-life data such as temperature, light
and sound. Children can then analyse the results, spot patterns and draw conclusions, helping
to bring learning to life in a practical and engaging way. Rhinos class will be using the data
loggers in their next computing topic. These data loggers can be used right from Lions class up
to Leopards in a range of ways and having our own school sets increases the flexibility we can
have in using them to support learning.

The Crumble kits introduce pupils to coding and physical computing. Using a simple
programming interface, children can control lights, buzzers and motors, design their own
projects and solve problems creatively. Eagles class will be using the Crumble kits in their
upcoming computing lessons.



FOSS have also contributed towards our upcoming Internet Safety Workshops which will be
happening on Tuesday 3rd February kicking off our learning around Safer Internet Day which
falls on Tuesday 10th February. This year’s theme is ‘Smart tech, safe choices — exploring the
safe and responsible use of Al Open View Education will be providing engaging assemblies and
workshops through drama. You can find some top tips for parents and carers here: Top Tips for
parents and carers - UK Safer Internet Centre

We are incredibly grateful for FOSS’ continued support and for helping us provide hands-on,

inspiring learning experiences for our pupils.



https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers




FOSS Events

We enjoyed a wonderful evening last week at Movie Night, | am not sure anyone saw the whole
film due to such fun with their friends, but a wonderful time was had by all. Thankyou to FoSS
for organising for the children to have an enjoyable time and of course to raise much needed
funds for school.

We have reflected on arrangements for such events as there were a huge number of late
applications for the event which the office could not process on the day in time for FoSS to
purchase food and drink items also.

Going forwards, FoSS will ensure the deadline for booking a place on any event is clear and will
be adhered to to avoid upset on the day as some parents told us they thought they would be
able to book up to and on the day even after the ‘event full’ memo was sent out.

Also, a reminder to all families that all bookings must be through office, not with friends or FoSS
members directly as this is not passed on to the school booking system and this caused upset
for a few families too who were then too late to book properly and their children could not
attend.

We do apologise for any upset caused from the running of this event for affected families, which
remember is planned, organised and run by volunteer parents just like yourselves. We will
ensure we are clearer on closing times / dates for booking all events, normally around a week
before to allow good time for registers to be processed and picking up arrangements, food
allergies, etc to be noted as these things cannot be done at the last minute as | am sure you can
appreciate.

FOSS Disco - Non-Uniform Day - 6/2/26
It’s the Sissinghurst February 2026 Disco!

Friday 6th February 2026 5pm-6:10pm

Tuck shop

Pocket money stalls (gifts ranging from 50p to £3)

As usual you must pay for tickets in advance on parent pay (£3) and fill out the consent form
below online to book a place. All booking must be made by Friday 30th January 2026. Only
children with consent forms can be admitted into the disco.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSealuEFspAArygRTa5ANrwgWINojo5-
JyzGd6195G7uNaAObg /viewform?usp=header



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaIuEFspAAryqRTa5ANrwqWINojo5-JyzGd6I95G7uNaA0bg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaIuEFspAAryqRTa5ANrwqWINojo5-JyzGd6I95G7uNaA0bg/viewform?usp=header

NO PAYMENT WILL BE TAKEN AFTER THIS DATE AND YOUR CHILD(REN) WILL BE UNABLE TO
ATTEND.

rrRIDAY G™ P&B
2026

POCHET TUCK SHOP
money

STALLS SpPM-6:10PM £3 A
SOP-£3

caterlink

Caterlink are carrying out their annual pupil survey to assist them in improving their catering
service to their customers and they would value the opportunity to survey the pupils at our
school.

Survey closes on 27th March 2026

Primary Pupil Survey Link - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3RTFTV

Kent Adult Education @KentAdultEd
Date: 27th January 2026

Join our free online Family Learning course.
Understand the causes of anxiety in children
Learn practical strategies to reduce stress

Build a supportive home environment

ow.ly/T5m450Y0KcY
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Supporting Your Child's Anxiety



https://t.co/wY3gAoi4Cz

LOOKING FOR EREE PARENT
MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT?

This service is for adults (18+) only.

WHERE

Regus, Pluto House

12 FREE Tunbridge Wells
SESSIONS i oo Yo h
AVAILABLE

WITH

A Counsellor in Training who has been
approved by their education provider
and holds an Enhanced DBS Check

THIS SERVICE IS NOT FOR ANYONE WHO HAS ANY OF THE BELOW EXPERIENCES OR
WISHES FOR COUNSELLING.

SIGN UP FOR
FREE PARENT
COUNSELLING:

hitps.//spurgeans org/how-we-
help/tamily-lite/courselling/free
counsalling: seasions-for-adulta/

WHAT HAPPENS
NEXT?

Once your request hos been
roceived, we will be in contact

to arrange an assessment call

o 9

Spurgeo‘r’r('s)

SCAN TO FIND OUT MORE

WHERE
Regus, Pluto House, Tunbridge Wells

WHEN
Thursdays, between 10am-4pm
WITH

A Counsellor in Training who has been approved by their education provider
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News & Events
For upcoming local events in the parish of Cranbrook & Sissinghurst:

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/

Sign up to receive ‘Be In The Know’ emails from the parish council:

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/

Or follow the Parish Council Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC



https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/
https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC

Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School
Common Road, Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2BH
Tel: 01580 713895 / Fax: 01580 710051

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk / http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

Office opening hours are 08.30am to 3.30pm (term-time only)


mailto:office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk
http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/
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