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Headteacher's News

Rev Pete — Last term we said goodbye and good luck to Rev Pete and his family as they move to
a new parish. Thankyou for your kind donations towards his leaving gifts. He loved his candles
and candle holders, the same as ours in school so we can think of each other when lighting
them, his ‘let your light shine’ journal and a voucher so he can choose something for his new
home.

We may not have a new vicar for a while, but rest assured the many volunteers in the church,
wardens, helpers and those stepping up to cover his absence are working with us so things
continue with school and church links. Our first service that you are all welcome to attend is for
Remembrance Sunday and is at 10.50am on Sunday 9 November at Trinity Church Sissinghurst.
We look forward to you joining us there.

Curriculum Enhancement

Our curriculum is taught as separate subjects and offers many opportunities for children to be
successful in the 21st century. You can see our curriculum intent



here https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+and+Class+information&pid

=44 along with how we implement this and measure the impact of learning in all subjects. Itis
vital that children learn skills and have the knowledge they need to become successful adults of
the future. We are always considering what the future might look like and what skills children
may need for their futures. With the fast moving developments, particularly in technology and
science it can feel difficult to keep up but we ensure we use research to guide our decisions and
principles and are continually developing and enhancing our curriculum offer so it strengthens
as it embeds at Sissinghurst so we can offer the very best to all our children.

Anti-Bullying Week — next week 10-14 November 2025

We would like to thank you all for helping mark the beginning of Anti-bullying awareness week
by dressing your children in odd socks. This is a fun way to highlight the importance of showing
kindness and saying NO to bullying and that we celebrate differences between us and how
these differences make the human race so interesting. Throughout the week, all children will
learn about kindness, respect and forgiveness. Through assemblies and class discussions, the
children will learn 'What is bullying?' They will explore the different forms of bullying and how
to deal with bullying. Once establishing what bullying is, we focus our teaching on KINDNESS
(one of our school values) and help the children explore the effects that the smallest kind act
may have on another.

Please reinforce these important messages at home too!
# Top tips for KINDNESS

Do things for people! Not because of who they are or what they do in return, but because of
who you are.

Choosing kindness doesn’t cost a thing but can help someone enormously.
Showing manners, politeness and kindness cost nothing.

Every new day we are faced with choices Do you choose # KINDNESS?
Saying or doing a kind act can bring a smile to someone’s face!

Remember you never know what someone else is going through in their life.

Acts of kindness will never come back to hurt you and will never be wasted on someone.


https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+and+Class+information&pid=44
https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+and+Class+information&pid=44

Being mean, even if you think it’s harmless, can hurt someone else very deeply; think twice
about what you say and do.

Acts of kindness are good for you as they release Oxytocin.

“Unexpected kindness is the most powerful, least costly, and most underrated agent of human
change.”- Bob Kerrey

We have welcomed a number of visitors to Sissinghurst again in the last few weeks — our new
school improvement adviser, governors, staff from other schools to look at our curriculum
offer, parents considering our school for their child, our Opal play and lunchtimes too. All
visitors, including a number of prospective parents have been so impressed by the children, our
offer at Sissinghurst and of course the amazing learning going on in every classroom and over
every part of the school day. We are very proud and continue to work tirelessly so the children
get the best primary school experience that they can.

We end next week with absolute service by giving to Children in Need, where we welcome
students from Homewood again too for the much enjoyed Dance Dash!

It has been the most lovely few weeks in school where we focused on all that is important to us
at Sissinghurst — our vision to shine brightly and help others who are facing dark or difficult
times and to show our values in all we say and do.

Have a wonderful weekend when it gets here

Sarah Holman

Thank you - Opal donations
From parents and Foss for spare waterproofs and wellingtons.

A real big thankyou to FoSS for donating 40 pairs of waterproofs costing £200. Fantastic so
every child can join in our wonderfully wintery Opal play too!
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School Trips and visits

We have a very clear policy for educational visits which enhance our curriculum offer and of
course children love visiting new and exciting places. All trips do need to be paid for. Our policy
states that if we do not receive enough voluntary contributions then trips may not go ahead and
be cancelled. Although this is a real shame, we only have a small budget set aside to top up
donations. Thankyou to the many parents who regularly overpay to ensure these things can go
ahead. You are very kind, generous and this is service at its highest level —thankyou all.



Reminders
Snacks

A reminder that if children bring snacks into school for their break they must be healthy snacks
like fruit or vegetables, raisins, cereal bars (nut free) or plain biscuits. Please do not send
chocolate biscuits, bars of chocolate, crisps or Pepperamis in please.
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Please make sure that your child is suitably attired for school now the weather has turned colder.
They do need a coat for lunch times as they will, of course, normally be outside for a period of
time so they can play and have fun in the fresh air. We are sure you will support us in trying to
encourage them to adopt healthy lifestyles now and for the future.

Coats etc. for cold weather



Click here for dates

Rawlinson Run Report

The Rawlinson run, held at Dulwich Prep School, took place on the last day of term, Friday

17th October. We took 22 excited runners to this event. From year 2 to year 4. Starting with the
year 2 girls race, then year 2 boys race of 800m. Next to run was our year 3 girls, then year 3
boys, following races being, year 4 girls, then year 4 boys, all running 1100m.Our runners were:

Year 2: Daphine H, Amelia P, Joe W, Sam B, Eli H, William C, Jack G.
Year 3: Madeline G, Juniper T, Max W, Maximus W-P, Vinnie A, Rafe C.
Year 4: Edith H, Elena G, Blessie B, Miley-Mae B, Olivia O, Willa G, Hugo G, Magnus N, Karter P.

This is an annual event held at Dulwich Prep School, starting 20 years ago by Sir Henry
Rawlinson, inviting local schools to get children together, be active and have fun! It was a
fantastic afternoon with Sam B finishing in 3rd position in the boy's year 2 race! Winning a


https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Calendar+Dates&pid=91

medal. Close behind was Joe W! All our runners were amazing. Madeline G finishing 5th and
would like to beat her position next year, still a great position! Children that have run in the
previous year in the Rawlinson Run were excited by beating their position from last year. Most
importantly they all were active and had fun!

So proud of our Sissinghurst runners.
Looking forward to next year,

Mrs Saxby.




& 0dd Socks Day at Sissinghurst! - 10th November S

Get ready to celebrate Odd Socks Day on Monday, 10th November!

Join us in showing that being different is something to be proud of — simply wear your odd
socks for the day! & ¥>Let’s make it a fun and colourful day together!

! ANTI-BULLYING
/N ALLIANCE

This ANTI-BULLYING WEEK we are holding

ODD SOCKS DAY o 3
4

Come to school
wearing your odd
socks to celebrate

- what makes us all

O
n R unique!

#0ddSocksDay

#AntiBullyingWeek
If you're worried about bullying you can speak to ... #PowerForGood




Twitter/X

Do follow us on Twitter/X @sissinghurstva to keep up to date on all the exciting
activities/lessons the children are taking part in. Here are a couple from last week:

The children love reading with Pickles.

Year 6 enjoyed a superb day in Canterbury yesterday visiting the Cathedral and the museum.
They were great ambassadors for the school:
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L\ Childnet

4 Intemationsl

Information and advice

for parents

and carers

The internet — an inspiring and positive place

The nemet s an amazing resource which ensbles chidren and young peopie to connect, communicate and be creathve na
number of different ways, on a range of devices, However, the ntemet 8 avays changing, and being able to keap up to date
with your children’s usa of lechnology can be a challenge. You may sometimas feed that your chiid has better technical skils than
you do, however chidren and young pecple stil need advice and protection when it comes 10 managing ther lives onine. Bsues
that your child may encounter on the intemet wil vary depending on thek age and online activities. We have grouped potential
onine risks into thesa 4 categones,

Conduct:

e Chekiren need 10 be aware of the impect that Their onine activity can have on bath thersaives and other pecple, and the digital footpent
That thay craale on the intemel. t's easy 1o fed anomymous online and it's important that chidren are aware of who = able o view, ard
poterially shere, the nlomnastion that they may have posted. When using the memet, 1's mmportant to keep personal nlormation safe

and ot shere it with strangens. Encourage your chikd 10 be respectiul and responsitle when communicating wath olhers online, and 1o consider

how whal they share masy reflect on them. Dscuss with your child the importance of reporting nappropriale comersalions, messages, imses
and behaviours and how this can be done.

Content:

Same onine conlent is not sultable for children and may be hurthl or harmid. Ths = true for conten! accessed and viewed via socal

retworks, online games, blogs and websites. [U's mportant for children 1o consider the reSatity of online matesil and be aware thet it
might not be true or wrilten with a bias. Children mesy need your help & they bagin 1o assess content in s way. There can be legal
consequences for using o downloading copyrghled contenl, without seeking the author's parrmession,

Contact:
° It % important for chidren 1o resiise that new Inends made onfine may not be who they say they are and thal once a friend is adde o an
onfine account, you ey be sharing your persoral information with them. Regularly reviewing freexds lsts and removing urwarted
contacts is a uselyl dap. Privacy sellings onine may also sfiow you 10 customise the niformation thal each fiend s able to access. If you have
concerrs that your child is, or has been, the subject of nappropriate seosal contact or approach by another parson, it's Wilal thal you report 1o
the police via the Chikd Exploitaion and Oniine Protection Cerrire www. . 1 your child is bulied oniine, 1his can aiso be reported
anine and offine. Reinforce with your chid the mportance of teling a trusted adull straight sway i someona & bullying them or mking them fesl
uncormfortable, or if one of ther frends is barg bulied onire.,

Commercialism:

Yourg peopie's privacy and enjoyrment onine can saredmes be affected by advertising and maretng schames, which can also mean

inarfverently spending money anline, for example within apps. Encourage your chid 10 keep ther personal riomation private, ke how
1o block both pop ups and spam eresis, 1um ol in-app purchasng on devices where possible, and use & Sursly ernail address when §ling in
onfine forrs. Make your chikd sware of scams thal may seek o gan acoess 10 their accounts, and advise them 1o be wary in fokowing Snks o
opening allachments in emais thal appear 1o be from orgensalions such as banks and sendce providens.

There are real advantages in maintaining an open disiogue with your child about their intemet use,
Not sure where to begin? These corwersation starler suggestions can halp.




What can | do right now?

Maintain an open dalogue wih your child and encourags them to tak 1o you about thelr intemet use: for example
who they're talling 10, services they're using, and arny issues they may be experiencing.

Create a family agreement 1o establsh your chikiren's boundanies, and your expectations, when on the intemet, A
template agreement can be found at wen childnet combgue & -conyersation

Gve your child strateges 10 deal with any onine content that they ane not comfortable with — such as tuming off
the screen, teling an adult they trust end using online reporting facilities.

Coneder using filtering software 1o biock unwanted content. In addition to filtering, remeamiber that discussion with
your chid, and nwolvement in their mternat use, are both effective ways to educate them about the internet,

Encourape your child to ‘think bafore you post.' Online actions can mpact not only yoursef but the Ives of others.
Content posted privately ontine can be pubiicly shared by others, and may reman online forever,

Understand the law. Some online behavicur may break the lew, for example when downloading or shanng content
wih others. Be able to recommend legal services.

Famillerise yourself with the pavacy settings and reporting festures avellable on popular sites, sarices and appe.

If your child is being bulled cnine, save all avallable evdence and know where to repont the incident, for example
to the school, senice provider, of the pallos If the law has been broken.

Familerise yourself with the age ratings for games and apps which can help 1o indicate the level and sultablity of
the content. Also see If onfine reviews are avalable from other parents as these may be heipful,

Set up a family emal adaress that your children can use when signing up to new games and websites cnline.

Encourage your child to use nicknames (where possible) Instead of ther ful name online, 1o protect thesr parscng
Information, and create strong passwords for every account.

HEHE SB86G 83 08 8 8

Sign up 1o our Childnat newslatler at wys

Help make sure that your chidren know how to stay safe online, by using cur SMART Rules for primary aged children, or 6 Tips
for Teens.

SMART Rules for primary aged children: 6 Tips for Teens:

«e Ghildine 0800 11 11

o UK Safer Co-financed by the European Union
Internat

Cannecting Eurcpe Facility

3 Childnet Intamational

Further advice and resources: www.childnat.com veww.salarintermet.org.uk  Copyrght ©




Our Family Hubs:

Tunbridge Wells Family Hubs

03000 418059 03000 418059
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27 October - 19 December 2025

Tunbridge Wells Sherwood Virtual Session
R Talking Walk-in
Monday 10:30am-11:30am | | 930911 30am ges R (or parents o chitdren aged 11+
weekly drop-in Prd Monda) 4 . 6:30pm-7:30pm
of each mon(yh) weekly weekly

Sherwood Tunbridge Wells Tungridge Wells Tunbridge Wells
mmunicati Young Parents CEIVIYESST: Q| Time to Shine Seniors
Tuesday Tree Stay & Play, 2:00pm-3:00pm Ages 177
11:30am-12:30pm || 11:00am-1:00pm 5 week course 4:00pm-5:30pm
4 week course weekly drop-in weekly

| Woodlands Health |(Cranbrook Outreach| T T
ooty S C an | conts Endiclioed L SHSROR || SRETHO0C, | Shavkriaywi | (SRR
REbULe ] | enessen | Waliesingsteeor [ melatondios ™ frotom 200pm | UtleSooluoms | e
:30am-11: : -12: week course 2 -2: =oRges 1T
weekly drop-in weekly drop-in Workshop weekly drop-in 3105;51_1511013‘)"]
I'dp-!
Cranbrook Outreach INOT last Wed of the month
Thursd Heathy Child lnc and e Sherwond
ursday infant feeding support || g:30am-10:30am 10500500y Bam
weekly drop-in 5 week course weekly drop-in
Sherwood Cranbrook Outreach
i i Baby Group
Friday Little Bookworms || 10:30am-11:30am
9:30am-11:00am weekly drop-in
weekly drop-in
Tunbridge Wells
Speak Out
Monthly P
3:00pm-5:00pm
last Wednesday of each month
Please Note: Signing in will not be available until 10 minutes before the session starts. www.kent.gov.uk/familyhub Family Hub Sites are run by Kent County Council
Information
WEEKLY GROUPS WEEKLY GROUPS COURSES/WORKSHOPS
NO 0 G REQUIRED OKING REQUIRED BOOKING REQUIRED Please email: TWFamilyHub@kent.gov.uk
Baby Group waee\ktl?/ (SEPL:D; ﬁﬁs,'??os,ﬁvf Little Talkers Strengthening Family
Weekly drop-in Session Wednesdays (rollin i) 6 Week Course Relationships Workshop
Sessions include sensory play, huristc play prg i vk g Starting: wﬁﬁm
and singing, pl Asmall bookabl B i at Sh o at She
carers to meet and receive advice and support di Acourse for children, to leam This workshop is to improve the lives of
for i in conflict, be that

and or bables tosocialise with otherbabies. | The group helps chidren buld sistothrvein | -, SEIsE I et ntpelor - sep: e
Session age: newborn to walking a neurotypical world. h e in an intact family, or separated. Learn new
1 there will be some focussed ‘fun’ activities for you to strategies that can be implemented at home.
n

[ im
Parent IAG e g sl Suitable for all parents/carers
kly drop-in Sessi Information and Guidance Sakilonage: 2°5 yéars
Foryoung parents (U21 or U25if SEND) to kly VIRTUAL slo
5 Week Course 4 Week course
Starting 4 November

different activities for early learning Raising a teenager is challenging.
goals, including messy play, role play and Arrange a conversation with a FamiFy Hub
arts and crafts. Starting: § Noy at Sherwood
11 Nov at Tunbridge Wells

. worker for one-2-one
Sessions finish with story time and singing. support and advice.
Session age: 0-5 For parents/carers

age: 0-5 years
Stay and Play with Little of young people aged 11+
Bookworms ompass

Looks at the different ways children
bonding and physical communicate and will teach techniques to

Afive week course where you will learn massage

techniques to

pesdnion irdiuic bl hcoursgecommunication by looingat
from activities and strategies you can do at home witl
Weekly drop-in Session ly Group (REFERRAL ONL ﬁwﬂz’mn‘ Your chld, Suitable for carers of
Our theme h a wide range of Weekly Group children aged 2-5 years
a r d their Aweekly wellbeing programme and social
children to enjoy together. Including free | group fof young people based on Dialectical
ook packs from Bookstart with tips and Behavioqs Therapy skils (DB
guidance on reading, For young, aged11-19

Session age: 0-5 years

Er(‘ISaM Lr%ceant‘ I‘I‘ss u Free for 2 Healthy Start
Some 2 year olds can Vitamins
Drop-in Sessions Speak Out s all about empowering youn, le, whether et up to 15 hours of

NOT lost Wednesdayof the month | you're aready aYouth Peer ientor o ihinking about becoming oo chidcareper | || oy elgiblefor
Come along and meet the team, have a chat | _one. The group gives you the chance to help shape youth-led week! Viamie

and enjoy an engaging activity. projects, support district youth forums, and even get involved in LA Lo
Advice and support avways avaisble. g newstalflor KCC It agret vy 0 makeyourvoice e f

For young people aged 11-19 pr oUE pesple aeed n\'_‘;s g how to apply:

Kent Adult
ourses thro
ses !

eedir

Weekly drop-inSessions  ard Monday of eschmonth  2°and 4* Monday,of each
Sherwood

Adropin clinic fc t long, A play-based drop-in session -11.30am 10.00-12.00pm Y b
Mg el s gt o o e o e at Sh at Tunbridge Wells Family Hub these are promoted on our socal media
toamember of the HealthVisiting ~~ and language therapistif youare ~ Runby TN Twins. A Sl_r:j:& Play ~ Forcarers with' Orders’ or |y 1o i Visi rms. "
Team. Infant feeding information, |~ concermed about your pre-sc| session for families with twins odtial fediainy rrangs Run jointly by - "S4<H ; iy Suppos
advice and support s also available. child’s spegch._lang:_z:Fe or or multiple births. VD Caree . Tean for you to attend gtherappmpri:dle courses
7 INtwinsuk s i 2 G e v o
the end of the clinic. Session age: pre-school children Session age: 0-5 years For ormatio ur sand on-line,

www.kent.gov.




1. Limit Early 3. Explore Alternatives 5. Adopt the Right
Screen Habits Before a Smartphone Mindset: The Phone is a
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4. Prepare Together
Before Buying

‘o Dulwich
Cranbrook




8. Model Good 10. Keep the
Digital Habits Conz

ersation Going

& Staplehurst Youth Club is Back — Now with Two Sessions! &
Address: High Street, TN12 OB

Every Monday

Due to popular demand, we’re now running two sessions:
3.30pm — 5.00pm for Year 6

5.00pm — 6.30pm for Year 7 and above):(

FREE Entry — Everyone welcome!

Come along, bring your friends, and be part of something great.
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Staplehurst Youth Club
High Street, TN12 OBJ

Every Monday 3.30pm - 5pm
Activities include:

* Sports and team games

» Cooking activities

» Arts and crafts activity

» Board/card games

» Music and Movies

Toast, spread and squash available

For more information, contact bethkemp@ymcatg.org
WMICA | T i

2

ﬁsz
\

&




YOUTH -.
- CLUB

YEAR 7+
Staplehurst Youth Club
High Street, TN12 OBJ @\
Every Monday
5pm - 6.30pm

Activities include:
Sports and team games

» Cooking activities \"s »
Arts and crafts activity N

» Board/card games '
Music and Movies

Toast, spread and squash available %

For more information, contact bethkemp@ymcatg.org
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News & Events
For upcoming local events in the parish of Cranbrook & Sissinghurst:

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/

Sign up to receive ‘Be In The Know’ emails from the parish council:

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/

Or follow the Parish Council Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC
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Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School
Common Road, Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2BH
Tel: 01580 713895 / Fax: 01580 710051

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk / http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

Office opening hours are 08.30am to 3.30pm (term-time only)
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