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Headteacher's News 

Rev Pete – Last term we said goodbye and good luck to Rev Pete and his family as they move to 

a new parish.  Thankyou for your kind donations towards his leaving gifts.  He loved his candles 

and candle holders, the same as ours in school so we can think of each other when lighting 

them, his ‘let your light shine’ journal and a voucher so he can choose something for his new 

home.  

We may not have a new vicar for a while, but rest assured the many volunteers in the church, 

wardens, helpers and those stepping up to cover his absence are working with us so things 

continue with school and church links.  Our first service that you are all welcome to attend is for 

Remembrance Sunday and is at 10.50am on Sunday 9 November at Trinity Church Sissinghurst. 

We look forward to you joining us there. 

  

Curriculum Enhancement 

Our curriculum is taught as separate subjects and offers many opportunities for children to be 

successful in the 21st century. You can see our curriculum intent 



here https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+and+Class+information&pid

=44 along with how we implement this and measure the impact of learning in all subjects.  It is 

vital that children learn skills and have the knowledge they need to become successful adults of 

the future. We are always considering what the future might look like and what skills children 

may need for their futures. With the fast moving developments, particularly in technology and 

science it can feel difficult to keep up but we ensure we use research to guide our decisions and 

principles and are continually developing and enhancing our curriculum offer so it strengthens 

as it embeds at Sissinghurst so we can offer the very best to all our children. 

  

Anti-Bullying Week – next week 10-14 November 2025 

We would like to thank you all for helping mark the beginning of Anti-bullying awareness week 

by dressing your children in odd socks. This is a fun way to highlight the importance of showing 

kindness and saying NO to bullying and that we celebrate differences between us and how 

these differences make the human race so interesting. Throughout the week, all children will 

learn about kindness, respect and forgiveness.  Through assemblies and class discussions, the 

children will learn 'What is bullying?' They will explore the different forms of bullying and how 

to deal with bullying. Once establishing what bullying is, we focus our teaching on KINDNESS 

(one of our school values) and help the children explore the effects that the smallest kind act 

may have on another. 

  

Please reinforce these important messages at home too! 

# Top tips for KINDNESS 

Do things for people! Not because of who they are or what they do in return, but because of 

who you are. 

Choosing kindness doesn’t cost a thing but can help someone enormously. 

Showing manners, politeness and kindness cost nothing. 

Every new day we are faced with choices Do you choose # KINDNESS? 

Saying or doing a kind act can bring a smile to someone’s face! 

Remember you never know what someone else is going through in their life. 

Acts of kindness will never come back to hurt you and will never be wasted on someone. 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum+and+Class+information&pid=44
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Being mean, even if you think it’s harmless, can hurt someone else very deeply; think twice 

about what you say and do. 

Acts of kindness are good for you as they release Oxytocin. 

  

“Unexpected kindness is the most powerful, least costly, and most underrated agent of human 

change.”- Bob Kerrey 

 

We have welcomed a number of visitors to Sissinghurst again in the last few weeks – our new 

school improvement adviser, governors, staff from other schools to look at our curriculum 

offer, parents considering our school for their child, our Opal play and lunchtimes too.  All 

visitors, including a number of prospective parents have been so impressed by the children, our 

offer at Sissinghurst and of course the amazing learning going on in every classroom and over 

every part of the school day. We are very proud and continue to work tirelessly so the children 

get the best primary school experience that they can. 

  

We end next week with absolute service by giving to Children in Need, where we welcome 

students from Homewood again too for the much enjoyed Dance Dash! 

  

It has been the most lovely few weeks in school where we focused on all that is important to us 

at Sissinghurst – our vision to shine brightly and help others who are facing dark or difficult 

times and to show our values in all we say and do. 

Have a wonderful weekend when it gets here 

Sarah Holman 

Thank you - Opal donations 

From parents and Foss for spare waterproofs and wellingtons. 

A real big thankyou to FoSS for donating 40 pairs of waterproofs costing £200.  Fantastic so 

every child can join in our wonderfully wintery Opal play too! 



 

School Trips and visits 

We have a very clear policy for educational visits which enhance our curriculum offer and of 

course children love visiting new and exciting places.  All trips do need to be paid for. Our policy 

states that if we do not receive enough voluntary contributions then trips may not go ahead and 

be cancelled. Although this is a real shame, we only have a small budget set aside to top up 

donations.  Thankyou to the many parents who regularly overpay to ensure these things can go 

ahead.  You are very kind, generous and this is service at its highest level – thankyou all. 



 

Reminders 

Snacks 

A reminder that if children bring snacks into school for their break they must be healthy snacks 

like fruit or vegetables, raisins, cereal bars (nut free) or plain biscuits. Please do not send 

chocolate biscuits, bars of chocolate, crisps or Pepperamis in please. 

 

Coats etc. for cold weather 

Please make sure that your child is suitably attired for school now the weather has turned colder. 

They do need a coat for lunch times as they will, of course, normally be outside for a period of 

time so they can play and have fun in the fresh air.  We are sure you will support us in trying to 

encourage them to adopt healthy lifestyles now and for the future. 



 

 

Click here for dates 

Rawlinson Run Report 

The Rawlinson run, held at Dulwich Prep School, took place on the last day of term, Friday 

17th October. We took 22 excited runners to this event. From year 2 to year 4. Starting with the 

year 2 girls race, then year 2 boys race of 800m. Next to run was our year 3 girls, then year 3 

boys, following races being, year 4 girls, then year 4 boys, all running 1100m.Our runners were: 

Year 2: Daphine H, Amelia P, Joe W, Sam B, Eli H, William C, Jack G. 

Year 3: Madeline G, Juniper T, Max W, Maximus W-P, Vinnie A, Rafe C. 

Year 4: Edith H, Elena G, Blessie B, Miley-Mae B, Olivia O, Willa G, Hugo G, Magnus N, Karter P. 

This is an annual event held at Dulwich Prep School, starting 20 years ago by Sir Henry 

Rawlinson, inviting local schools to get children together, be active and have fun! It was a 

fantastic afternoon with Sam B finishing in 3rd position in the boy's year 2 race! Winning a 

https://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=School+Calendar+Dates&pid=91


medal. Close behind was Joe W! All our runners were amazing. Madeline G finishing 5th  and 

would like to beat her position next year, still a great position! Children that have run in the 

previous year in the Rawlinson Run were excited by beating their position from last year. Most 

importantly they all were active and had fun!  

So proud of our Sissinghurst runners. 

Looking forward to next year, 

Mrs Saxby. 

 



 

🎉 Odd Socks Day at Sissinghurst! - 10th November 🎉 

Get ready to celebrate Odd Socks Day on Monday, 10th November! 

Join us in showing that being different is something to be proud of — simply wear your odd 

socks for the day!            Let’s make it a fun and colourful day together! 

 



 

 

Twitter/X 

Do follow us on Twitter/X @sissinghurstva to keep up to date on all the exciting 

activities/lessons the children are taking part in. Here are a couple from last week: 

The children love reading with Pickles. 

 

Year 6 enjoyed a superb day in Canterbury yesterday visiting the Cathedral and the museum. 

They were great ambassadors for the school: 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

Parents’ Guide to Starting the Smartphone Journey Safely 

 



 

🎉 Staplehurst Youth Club is Back – Now with Two Sessions! 🎉 

Address: High Street, TN12 0BJ 

Every Monday 

Due to popular demand, we’re now running two sessions: 

3.30pm – 5.00pm for Year 6  

5.00pm – 6.30pm for Year 7 and above      

FREE Entry – Everyone welcome!  

Come along, bring your friends, and be part of something great.  



 



 

News & Events 

For upcoming local events in the parish of Cranbrook & Sissinghurst: 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/ 

Sign up to receive ‘Be In The Know’ emails from the parish council: 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/  

Or follow the Parish Council Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC 

https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/whats-on/upcoming-events/
https://cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/CranbrookandSissinghurstPC


 

Sissinghurst (VA) Church of England Primary School 

Common Road, Sissinghurst, Kent TN17 2BH 

Tel: 01580 713895 / Fax: 01580 710051  

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk / http://www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk 

Office opening hours are 08.30am to 3.30pm (term-time only) 
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