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SCHOOL PRAYER
DEAR GOD,
WE ASK THAT YOU WOULD BLESS US IN
OUR SCHOOL, GIVE US THE STRENGTH
TO LEARN, TO BE KIND, TO BE FAIR AND
TO LOOK AFTER OTHERS. WE ARE
THANKFUL FOR ALL YOUR GIFTS.
AMEN

MRS LANGTON'S OVERVIEW
It is lovely to be writing to you when it finally feels like Spring might be in the air!
The school has been busy over the last few weeks and the children are enjoying
more opportunities for outside learning as the weather improves. I saw a super
year 3 maths lesson outside this week and last week Lion class had a wonderful
afternoon visiting our school farm and carrying out observational drawings of
our animals.
A huge thank you to Ronnie, George and Jamie for all their dedication in raising
the pigs and for the effort they have put into sharing their knowledge of the
animals with younger students in the school. If you have not already ordered
your meat box then there are still a few left, ready to be collected at the end of
next week (25th March).

Fire, evacuation and ‘lockdown’ Invacuation
In recent years we have all become quite fed up with the term ‘lockdown’! Prior to the
pandemic, lockdown meant something completely different in schools and involved similar
practise to the fire alarm. This is one of those drills that historically is not practised as regularly
as the fire alarm and therefore if not handled carefully can cause children and parents concern.
The DfE publishes guidance to all school on site security and as part of our safeguarding
measures and health and safety measures we regularly assess the safety of children in the
school. Usually, once a term we will practise a full evacuation of the school building. The
children know the procedure well and are brilliant at doing exactly the right things. When the
alarm sounds, they all stop what they are doing and in silence walk outside via a planned fire
escape route which is very familiar to them. The school then gathers on the playground and we
take a register All of the children carry out this procedure with no fuss and are all congratulated
on how sensibly, quietly and quickly the practise is carried out. Children then return to class.
Because the practice is so familiar to them, children are calm and sensible. We usually explain
that we have a full evacuation in case there is ever a fire in school although a full evacuation
could be for other reasons; the important thing is that the children are familiar with the routine
and know what to do.
Part of the same DfE guidance is that children know how to carry out an internal lockdown or an
‘invacuation’ (the act of moving people to somewhere safe inside a building, when there is
danger outside). The invacuation should also be regularly practised so that it becomes a
familiar routine. An invacuation ‘lockdown’ may be triggered in response to:
·A reported incident in the local community which could pose a potential physical risk to
pupils and staff.
·A local environmental issues such as air pollution, fire or a chemical incident.
·In the event of a risk from an intruder or if a security warning is received.
Our school’s invacuation ‘lockdown’ plan includes the following steps:
·If outside and if safe to do so, all children are brought into school quickly using an agreed
signal, this is an alarm which sounds different to the fire alarm. Children are taken to their
classrooms and the register is taken.
·While the teacher takes the register the TA will calmly close and lock all doors and windows.
·Children will be asked to sit quietly at their tables and will play a game to see which class can
be the most silent.
·Once the lock down is complete the Headteacher or most senior member of staff will phone
each classroom to advise that the practice is over and children will be congratulated on how
quiet they were able to remain before continuing with their usual day.

Next week on the afternoon of Tuesday 22nd March we will practise an invacuation. I will be
explaining this to the children during Monday’s collective worship so that they are prepared
and know what to do. As with our evacuations, where I explain it is safer to be outside of the
building in a fire, I will explain that the lockdown is practised in case there was something in
the outside environment which meant we were actually safer inside the building. I will not be
going into any further details as we will be focussing on what we actually do to keep
ourselves and other safe. On the Tuesday the children will be told when the alarm will be
sounded and they will have already practised sitting quietly until the phone rings from me to
give the all clear. I will then go around each class to find out how quiet they all were. Later in
the year we will repeat this exercise as an unannounced practise.
If you have any questions you would like to ask me about his please do contact the office.

Open Forum
On Wednesday 23rd at from 4:15 – 5pm there will be a chance to come into the school, have
a coffee and a chat with myself and Mrs Clark. This is an open forum and an opportunity to
ask any general questions about the school. I am happy to answer any questions which I can,
although if I do not know an answer I will say and aim to find out! Discussions will be held as
a whole group and therefore this is not an appropriate opportunity to discuss any questions
specific to a particular incident or to a particular child. If you do have individual queries, then
please raise them in the normal way with class teachers via the office.

Rainbow Day
A huge thank you to all the children of Sissinghurst for their generosity towards the children
of Ukraine. The children raised £195 which will be sent via Trinity church to where it is
needed to help Ukrainian refugees. The children’s gift and message of hope for our world
shows that we can all make a difference no matter how young we are, please read some of
the prayer and thoughts written by the children in response to our Prayers for Peace in
Europe collective worship.

OPAL
Next week on Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd the OPAL initiative begins with the
working party looking at our play spaces and play times to see how we can develop
these further to ensure playtime is a positive experience for all. We have a parent
representative on the OPAL working party but if anyone else would also like to join
please do contact the office. We will keep you up to date on progress with this project
and how it impacts on the children.

Online Safety Update
There is lots of advice about online safety on our website. One thing to note is that
although the minimum age for TikTok is 13+ many younger children use it and have lots
of fun with the app. If you are allowing your child to use TikTok then you might be
interested in the Internet Matters TikTok guide which supports you with privacy settings
so that accounts can be private.
I hope that you will have a restful and peaceful weekend and I leave you with some
of the prayers we used this week in school for Ukraine.
Joanna Langton

We light this candle for peace.
May its light scatter the darkness;
may its flame be a symbol of hope;
may its burning be a sign of faith
joining with many other lights
around your world, for peace.
Amen

Term 4 Dates
Changes may be made in relation to any COVID updates from the government.
Monday 21st March - Thursday 24th
March

Parents Evening
Book appointments with your child's class teacher via
SchoolCloud. Appointments are virtual and 10 minutes
long.

Wednesday 23rd March
4.15pm - 5pm

Open Forum
Drop-in session with Mrs Langton & Mrs Clark

Friday 25th March

Non-uniform
Children to wear non-uniform in exchange for a
bringing in an entry for a Flower Show competition

Friday 26th March
2.30pm

Spring Flower Show
Held in school. Run by Flower Show Society.

Week beginning Monday 28th March

No extra-curricular clubs this week
Wrap-around care running as normal.

Tuesday 29th March
Afternoon

Whole School Tidy Up!
Bag2School collection on Thursday 31st March

Thursday 31st March

Reception & KS1 Easter production - 2pm

Friday 1st April

Last Day of Term
Sponsored Bounce
Reception & KS1 Easter production. - 9am

Further calendar dates including term dates can be found on our school Google
calendar. Please follow the guide that was sent out via Studybugs. If you need
any help, please contact the school office.

Wrap- Around Care
Breakfast and after-school club will be
running as normal all term. If you want to
register for sessions, please notify the
office.

As part of Science Week, all the children have created a poster on the topic of Growth as part of a
competition. Mrs Clark was extremely impressed with these and wanted to share the winning entries!

Lions - Magnus
Giraffes - Alex
Elephants - Isla and Henry
Zebras - Oliver and Ivy
Eagles - Alyssa
Leopards - Nathaniel and
Evelyn

School Tidy Up!
Tuesday 29th March
On the afternoon of 29th March, the whole school
will partake in a school tidy up! We hope to find
and return (hopefully all) the missing items that
children have been unable to find in lost property,
particularly anything that is unnamed.
We will also ask that PE kits are brought home for
the Easter holidays and that parents check kits for
items belonging to other children.

SISSINGHURST
FLOWER SHOW SOCIETY
SPRING FLOWER SHOW
SATURDAY 26TH MARCH
CATEGORIES:
A model of your favourite person, any materials
Four fairy cakes decorated with Disney characters
A mixture of Spring garden flowers in a jam jar
A photo of ‘Something on Wheels’ (not over 7” x 9” in size).
Please bring your entries to the School Hall in the morning at drop off on Friday 25th March
and place your entry on your class table. Children can wear non-uniform in exchange for
brining in their entry. Children’s own work should be with minimal adult help. To be judged in
school year age groups, please mark your entries clearly with your name, class and age.
Please take this fantastic opportunity to get involved with the local flower society. It’s great
fun and you can visit the school hall, where it’s all taking place to find out where your
child’s entry has come. If you’re new to the community, it’s a lovely way to meet people and
take a look at all the entries and see the fabulous things they can grow in their gardens and
bake in their kitchens.
Entry for show starts at 2.30 pm in Sissinghurst Primary School Hall.

MAYFAIR HELPERS &
BOOKS WANTED!
FOSS are looking for donations of pre-owned children's books which they can sell outside
the Reading Tent during the May Fair. There is a donation box underneath the shelter in
the car park or you can bring them up to the office.
They are also looking for parent volunteers to help run stalls during the fair. If you would
like to volunteer your help, please contact Gavin (Head of FoSS) on 07515 854130 or
friendsofsissinghurst@gmail.com

Families Together is running from 4pm to 5:15pm this Sunday, taking place at St Mary's
Frittenden. The following Sunday (27th March) we have our Mothering Sunday service at
10am which all families are all warmly invited to.
Rev Pete

TERM 4 TIMETABLES FOR
Forest
School

Farm
School

In Term 4, Eagles will be having Forest
School every Monday. Please remember to
wear warm, waterproof Forest School clothes
and to bring your wellies on Mondays!

In Term 4, Zebras will be having Farm
School every Friday. Please remember to
wear warm, waterproof Farm School clothes
and to bring your wellies on Fridays!

Swimming
Eagles will be swimming every Thursday morning in Terms 3 and 4.
Children should be dropped off at The Weald Sport Centre for 8.45am on swimming days, a
coach will bring them back to school. There will be an extra ten minute leniency for siblings
of Eagle children who may be late because of this.
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Please contact Liz or Ticia if you would like to
help with the Easter Bounce on 1.4.22

Lions

Phoebe & Sophie

Giraffes

Lottie & Cath

Elephants

Laetitia & Sarah

Zebras

Amy & Liz

Eagles

Francisca

Leopards

Louisa

office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk
www.sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk
01580 713895

