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SCHOOL PRAYER
Dear God,
We ask that you would bless us in our school, give us the strength to learn, to be kind, to be fair and to
look after others. We are thankful for all your gifts.

Amen

Well done to all our students for having such a fantastic first term of
the year! It has been lovely to have everyone back in school.
Everyone has adjusted so well after such a long break from the
physical school environment.
We hope you all have a restful half term break after all your hard
work. We look forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday 3rd November
for Term 2!

Well the term has flown by and we find ourselves at half term. I would like to say a
massive well done to all the children for adjusting so quickly and happily to the
changes at school this term they are a wonderful group of little people and I feel so
proud to be working with them all. I would also thank you all for adjusting as the term
has progressed to new times, face masks and new systems. We are very grateful
for your continued support during these challenging times. May I also thank you for
making myself and my other new member of staff so welcome.

This term has been different but no less busy. We started
the year with welcome services outside where we planted
an orchard of trees to reconnect with our community. Our
class trees are a symbol that we are all rooted in our
school and we will grow together as we are nurtured by
the kindness from friends and wisdom from our teachers.
Each tree was different as every year in our school is
unique and each tree has a little brass plaque to link it to
the class who planted it. We hope the children will enjoy
watching their tees grow and will enjoy tasting the fruit!

We have all been so pleased that the weather has
been beautiful this term. In line with the
government guidance about keeping children
outside as much as possible, nearly every day the
children have had a picnic lunch outside in our
beautiful grounds. It has been so wonderful to see
groups of children sitting in the shade of trees,
under the climbing frame and chatting in corners of
the ball court. We have made maximum use of the
space we have at school to ensure that every
bubble has space and is safe. Now the weather
finally seems to have set in with an Autumnal chill
we plan to run lunches in the hall after half term.
We will keep to our four bubbles, with bubble lunch slots, tables and distinct areas of
the playground and ball court for each bubble to have a run around too. As you can
imagine the timetabling has been challenging and I would like to thank all my staff
who have worked tirelessly this term covering break time and lunchtime duties for
each bubble often not stopping throughout the day for a break themselves. Everyone
is very much in need of a half term break!

Our Harvest Festival went ahead on a beautifully warm and sunny day. We walked
in our bubbles down to the church and Reverend Pete led four wonderful Harvest
services for us. His dedication to our school must be mentioned…four harvest
festivals in one day must be a record! Thank you all so much for your generosity,
your gifts will be sent to the Food Bank in Hastings. The children enjoyed walking
back to school through the orchards, looking at the apples and collecting windfall to
take home, Lion class even made apple crumble in the afternoon!

The forest school has been running twice a week this term with Mrs Hutchings and
Mrs Walker delighting the children with tree climbing, fires and wild cooking. We ran
a full day of Forest school last week as part of our socially distant open day for
prospective parents. In previous years Year 6 pupils would show parents around
and I know they were disappointed not to be able to do this, although our head boy
and girl did make a virtual tour which is on our website (although for some reason
this will only play though a laptop not a phone). Despite the day being so different
to normal, full PPE and focussed on the outside of our school rather than indoor
classroom tours, we had so many positive comments about the standard of work,
excellent behaviour of pupils in PE lessons and general lovely family feel of the
school…I felt very proud of the school.
Looking forward to next term there will continue to be many new exciting changes.
We are introducing Google classrooms for remote learning, Leopards will return to
their new and improved classroom, hot lunches will return, we will run a virtual
parents evening over Zoom and attempt to share with you all the EYFS Nativity,
KS1 Christmas play and KS2 carol service. The Christmas term is magical and we
will attempt to keep it this way whatever Covid might throw at us.
I hope that you will all have a restful and safe half term and I look forward to seeing
you all back in school on Tuesday 3rd November.

Joanna Langton

LION CLASS
“Wow, I can’t believe that Lions have completed their first term at school already and what
a busy term it has been! We thought we would share a few photos from the classroom
displaying some of our learning from this term all about ‘Marvellous Me’. Well done Lions
you have all had a great first term at school, have a super half term holiday.”
Mrs Lyon

GIRAFFE CLASS
“Giraffes have been very busy over the
last 2 weeks. We have written
wonderful descriptions of the Troll in
The Three Billy Goats Gruff and
designed and made our own bridges.
There were some wonderful creations!
This week we baked gingerbread men
with Mrs Evans and have begun to
think about the meaning of
Remembrance Sunday. Have a great
Half-Term Break!”
Mrs Macfarlane

ELEPHANT CLASS

ZEBRA CLASS

“We have been writing an exciting set of
instructions on how to trap a dragon and have
been learning how to add and subtract 10s”

“In our final week of term we have
created Ancient Roman banquet
menus where we planned
delicious (and not so delicious)
meals. We learned all about
Roman baths and why bath
houses were important in Ancient
Rome. We had a fantastic Friday
art day today where we were
developing our knowledge of the
colour wheel through nature and
drawings of plants and flowers.
Have a great half term Zebras!”

Mrs Delorie and Mrs Walker

Mrs Clark

EAGLE CLASS
“Eagles have been developing mental strategies to solve tricky problems in maths, including
rounding, partitioning and exchanging.
They have produced stunning mosaic artworks, showing great attention to detail.
In science we have observed and recorded what materials make good thermal conductors
and insulators.
We've also had great fun learning the 'Boudicca' song from 'Horrible Histories' and have
written rallying speeches from her viewpoint and poems about her rebellion.
Happy half-term holiday everyone!”
Mrs Desai and Mrs Lea

LEOPARD CLASS
Leopards have enjoyed being stranded on Mars this
week. They were each shown to their Martian quarters
and wrote the diary entries of their first few days on the
planet.
Mr Boyles

FOREST SCHOOL
“Leopard Class enjoyed good weather at
Forest School and we were able to have a
fire to make charcoal. Tools were used to
whittle elder pencils and then everybody
had the opportunity to light individual
fires.”
Mrs Hutchings

WANTED
Forest School Volunteers
We need two or three Volunteers to help at Forest School this year. As you will know from
your children, Forest School is great fun (usually!). We will need help on Monday, Tuesday and
Friday afternoons and, although volunteers don’t need to be available for all three afternoons,
some commitment is needed. Forest School takes place in all weather conditions so good
waterproofs and sturdy footwear will be required as well as an enthusiasm for all things
outdoors.
Please get in touch if you would like to know more.
Thank you
Mrs Hutchings
shutchings@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

Please be aware that we have sent home the following this week:


Home Learning Letter
 Google Login Card
 MyMaths Card

As explained in the home learning letter, we want Google Classroom to become familiar to
your children. This is so that in case of an unexpected closure of school, school learning
can continue uninterrupted.
It would be great if you and your children could familiarise yourself with Google Classroom
over the half-term break, by watching the following videos:
Logging on to Google Classroom: https://youtu.be/xbOyD_9MTXk
Inside Google Classroom: https://youtu.be/8OPZ6V4G-VI
If you have any queries, or your child has not got any of the above, please contact the
school office on Studybugs or by email. Please note that these messages will not be picked
up until November 2nd.

141.69

09/10/2020

Dear Parents and Carers,
From all of us at Sissinghurst CEP, we just wanted to say a huge thank you to
you all for supporting YoungMinds #HelloYellow day held on 9th October 2020 for
World Mental Health Day.
2020 hasn’t been the year we all imagined it would be, it’s been tough. Lockdown
and the closure of schools have had a devastating effect on children and young
people’s mental health. It’s been unbelievably hard, but together, we have made
a difference and shown young people they are not alone. At a time when it’s
needed most, your support mean volumes to us.
We had an amazing day filled with joy and colour, raising a total amount of
£141.69 for YoungMinds.
With 3 children in every classroom with a mental health problem, YoungMinds is
leading the fight for a future where all young minds are supported and
empowered, whatever the challenges. They exist to make sure young people get
the best possible mental health support and have the resilience to over life’s
difficulties.
Thanks again for your support.

As cold season approaches, we are aware that many children will begin to experience
runny noses, sore throats and headaches. Please be assured that children are fine to
attend school with these cold symptoms, if they feel well enough to do so.
There are differences between symptoms of Covid symptoms and symptoms of a
Common Cold, which are described as below.

Common Cold Symptoms








A blocked or runny nose
A sore throat
Headaches
Muscle aches
Coughs
Sneezing
Pressure in the ears and face

Covid Symptoms





A high temperature – this means
you feel hot to touch on your chest
or back
A new, continuous cough – this
means coughing a lot for more than
an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually
have a cough, it may be worse
than usual)
A loss or change to your sense of
smell and taste – this means
you’ve noticed you cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or
taste different to normal.

If your child experiences these
symptoms, they are welcome to attend
school (if they are feeling well enough to
do so).

If your child experiences any of these
symptoms, do not send them to school.
Please notify the school office immediately
and arrange for a Covid test.

If your child misses more than 3 days of
school due to any of these symptoms,
please arrange to see a GP.

If your child has been in contact with
someone who has symptoms, do not send
your child to school. They will need to
quarantine and wait for the results.
Negative test results (of the child or person
they have been in contact with) will need
to be shown to the school office, before
your child is allowed back on site.

We are continually working to ensure safety to all in relation to health. Any child who
returns to school after any sickness or Covid related absences has been checked and
authorised by the school office, in line with NHS guidelines and/or GP recommendations.
Please be assured this is always the case.

B iRH D aYS !
William

Pheobe
Florence
Evelyn
Isabella

William

Evie

Ruby

Heidi
Martha

Joe

Roman

Henrietta

Henry
Joshua
Rose

Gracie-May

Pixie

Hector
Chloe

Wishing you all have/had very
happy birthdays!

Darren

Joe

IF YOU NEED ANY FORMS RE-SENT OR ANY QUERIES
E-mail: office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

