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SCHOOL PRAYER
Dear God,
We ask that you would bless us in our school, give us the strength to learn, to be
kind, to be fair and to look after others. We are thankful for all your gifts.
Amen

@sissinghurst.primary.school

@SissinghurstPr2

As we start the last week of this term, I wanted to say how well all the children have adjusted to being
back in school. It is so lovely to have the classrooms full again and to see the children with their friends.
The assessments we have completed in school show just how hard everyone has tried over lockdown
and based on the tests and teacher assessment, we have planned a comprehensive plan of in school
intervention, early morning interventions and after school tutoring. Parents evening will be held in term 5
over the School Cloud system which will be an opportunity for you to discuss next steps for your
children with their teachers. In our planning for terms 5 and 6 will focus on prioritised areas of the
curriculum to ensure key building blocks are secure rather than narrowing the curriculum and focusing
on only specific subjects. Plans to mitigate the impact of two lockdowns on our children’s education will
continue into the next academic year, let’s hope there will be no more need for fulltime remote learning!
Next week we will have a few Easter celebrations including walking to the church in our classes to learn
more about the Easter story in a ‘Stations of the cross’ experience. The FOSS have kindly organised an
Easter egg hunt for the children to enjoy on the last day or term. It is so great to begin to open our doors
again and I look forward to term 5 and 6 when we will increasingly be able to welcome parents and
families back into school.
Thank you for your support with trying to reduce the pressure on the car park and to those who have
been able to park in the Milk House and walk to school, this really helps and a walk is a great way to
start the children’s day. Finally thank you to everyone for continuing to keep our school safe by
engaging in support bubble testing, wearing masks and socially distancing you are all making a huge
difference and helping keep us open and safe. Thank you.

LION CLASS

“Lions have thoroughly enjoyed a couple of visits from Mrs Hall and Farmer Ed during
the last 2 weeks. Mrs Hall taught us all a great deal about the animals and their feed
used on the farm. We all had the opportunity to look at, touch and smell some of the
foods used, although we weren’t too sure that we liked the smell of the silage! The
arrival of ‘Super Red’ the tractor on Tuesday morning was a great hit and the children all
got to have a turn sitting in the cab pretending to drive. Thank you to Mr and Mrs Hall for
helping to make our farming topic more meaningful, especially when we are not able to
visit a farm at the moment.”
Mrs Lyon

GIRAFFE CLASS
“We reached the final part of
our learning about animals
through the music of "Carnival
of the Animals" by Saint Saens
this week. We learnt what a
palaeontologist is and did our
own careful fossil digging then
described our findings. It was
very exciting as we actually
have real fossils very kindly
donated by Jayme's Dad!
Other Giraffes brought in their
own fossil collections too
which have been amazing to
look at.”

“In RE the children ordered
the parts of the Easter Story
and thought about its
meaning to Christians.
Giraffes brought in their
brilliant Easter Garden and
we have really enjoyed
looking at them. They have
ranged from real miniature
gardens, lego gardens, craft
gardens and a gigantic
garden!
In Maths we have been
grouping animals together
and then practising grouping
independently.
To celebrate all the wonderful work the children have done for our topic, “Carnival of the Animals” we
are having a “Fabulous Finish” day on Wednesday 31st March. Children may come to school dressed
as an animal (or own clothes if they’d prefer not to dress up). We have also organised an “Animal
Encounter” for them. Thank you parents for your contributions.”
Mrs Macfarlane

ELEPHANT CLASS
“Elephant class have had an exciting couple
of weeks.
We have been intrepid explorers on a trip to
the Amazon rainforest, learning all about the
animals found there and the layers of the
rainforest itself.
We have also become scientists,
investigating the things a plant needs in
order to grow by planting our own seeds and
predicting the outcome of various
experiments.
In RE we have used role-play to discuss the
story of Easter and its chronology.
Well done Elephants!”
Mrs Delorie and Mrs Lea

ZEBRA CLASS
Zebra class have been busy with developing our subtraction skills all week.
We started with recapping on partitioning numbers and then moved on to formal
written method of column subtraction.

Our Year 3s have been using up to
three digits and our year 4s have
ventured into 4 digit numbers!
We have engaged in some fun
game activities building our
collaborative learning skills including
tower races, four in a row and a
subtraction treasure hunt!
A special mention for Honey H and
Joseph who worked together and
showed all 4 of our school values
during our treasure hunt activity –
achieving a jewel each in our class
jar! Well done Honey and Joseph!

We have been thinking about how we might
redevelop the wildlife and pond area in the
school grounds, and have come up with our
own designs which we have submitted to
Mrs Langton – we are all so excited to see
what changes will be made!

Zebras would like to welcome Mrs England
as a volunteer helper who will be with us on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
afternoons.

We wish you a very happy and peaceful
Easter break.

Mrs Clark and Mrs Ridgway

In Eagle Class

EAGLE CLASS
“Eagles are back and working hard
with great enthusiasm! In maths
we have been learning how to
convert fractions into decimals and
this has helped us revise our
knowledge of place value.
Following our day of poetry last
week, we have written our own
beautiful poems which contrast two
different ideas. We have also
started our topic work and we are
looking forward to finding out more
about the Anglo-Saxons. We are
keeping fit with our daily mile run,
encouraging Mrs Desai in her
walking, too.”

LEOPARD CLASS
“Leopards have worked very hard since
returning to school.
We have been enjoying our art lessons with Mrs
Strange where we are designing and making
pieces of art based upon Anglo-Saxon designs.
We spent some time looking at the treasures
that were found when the Sutton-Hoo burial ship
was uncovered.
In English, we have enjoyed writing superhero
diary entries and superhero autobiographies!”
Mr Boyles

Mrs Desai and Mrs Hutchings

“Zebra Class have been given the opportunity to rediscover the Forest School environment
during the last two sessions. Their boundaries have been extended and they have the
freedom to explore in small groups. We based our exploration on scavenger hunts and
games and then enjoyed climbing trees.

It is sad to see that the Forest School are has had some unwanted visitors
recently. The gates are invariably found open. Some of our things have been
moved around, litter has been let (mostly sweet wrappings and lager cans) as
well as dog litter which is particularly unpleasant. Please let us know if you
walk through this area (which is not a public right of way) and find people
behaving in this anti-social manner. We would like to keep this area safe for
your children to enjoy. “
Mrs Hutchings

A huge thank you to FOSS for organising all our uniform donations to be resold!!
If you have arranged to collect some uniform, please can you do so before the Easter break.
If you have any requests of items, please send the office an email so they can check for you.

The Governor’s Resources Team met last month. This is a team tasked with oversight of the school finances
and premises. It was a full agenda, and we started by ensuring that we had properly defined the scope for the
team – mixing our legal obligations with recommended best practice. We then discussed the role of the new
School Business Manager, ensuring she had what she needed to be successful in her role, as well as what
information we as governors needed to fulfil our roles. We also touched on the issues in the carpark,
discussing ways in which to keep the area safe and flowing freely at pick-up and drop-off, and also the Health
& Safety aspects of operating the school under the current lock-down restrictions. Finally, we considered the
finances themselves together with planned spending – both short and long term, and the maintenance of the
school buildings. As a school we continue to benefit from the careful stewardship of our funds over the last
years, and the school remains in a comfortable financial position.
Peter Denyer - Foundation governor, Resources (PCC/DBEd)

Good afternoon Parents & Carers.
A few weeks ago, I, on behalf of Sissinghurst Primary’s Governing Body, issued a call of interest for
candidates to fill our 2 vacant parent governor roles. I can now update you on the next stage of the process.
Firstly, a big thank you to anyone who has encouraged and supported a candidate to consider stepping
forward for the parent governor role. I am pleased to announce that we received 3 nominations, in
alphabetical order; Nathan Blackmore, Jen Hill, and Michal Piasecki, all who have offered their services to
the Governing Body. As we have more candidates than vacancies I need to come back to you, the school’s
parent and carer community and ask for your support in completing a ballot to elect 2 of the above into the
posts. We are required to have the ballot open for 10 school days. With Easter almost upon us, we have
decided that it is better to wait till the first week of next term before launching the ballot. Straight after the
Easter break, the school office will provide you with all the information, including the personal statement
that each candidate has provided. I encourage you all to use your vote. I trust you understand the reasons
for this slight delay, but like me are grateful to the 3 candidates.
With kind regards
Scott Martin
Vice-Chair of the Governing Body and Returning Officer

On Wednesday 31st March, we will be taking part in ‘Wear A
Hat Day’ in support of Brain Tumour Research. All hats are
welcome of course, but Easter themed hats would be great!
Please make your donations via ParentPay.

Lou in the kitchen will also be doing a bake sale! You can
order:
chocolate brownies
lemon drizzle cake
shortbread
These will then be delivered at break time to your child.
You can order and pay via ParentPay. Please specify in
your order which item you would like (with quantities) in the
notes section. The bake sale item will close on Monday 29th
March to give Lou time to bake in line with order numbers.

We look forward to seeing some amazing hats next week! If you need any help
with your ParentPay, please do let the office know.

Turn On the Subtitles
We wanted to share this initiative with you all. It explains
how turning on the subtitles while watching TV, YouTube etc.
has been proven to help improve children’s reading.
If you would like to learn more, you can visit this website
here:
https://turnonthesubtitles.org

We have had a number of complaints from our
neighbours about cars parking in front of driveways
at drop off and pick up times. There have also been
concerns this week form parents that cars are being
parked and double parked in the school entrance
which causes a blockage and means that cars back
up on Common Road. We appreciate that while we
are fortunate as a school to have a car park, the
space is limited and that parking on site is difficult.
Can we request that you do not park in such a way
as to inconvenience our neighbours or in the
entrance to the school where we place cones. The
Milk House have kindly offered the use of their
carpark to parents at pick up and drop off times and
there are pavements from the centre of the village
to the school, we hope that this option will help
ease the pressure of parking.

Thank you!

Sissinghurst Cricket Club is a thriving club, welcoming players of all ages which remains close to the village
community.
We have a thriving junior section for younger cricketers aged 4-16 with our young cricketers representing
the club at district and county level for both boys and girls, many of our older juniors progressing into 1st
and 2nd XIs.
Please come along on Sunday 11th April, the first session is free - see our website for full details - everyone
is welcome!

E-mail: office@sissinghurst.kent.sch.uk

